Engaging Police and Fire Departments for Support

Partnering with local police and fire departments can enhance the safety, visibility, and
community impact of your Bike Bus. Here are some suggestions on how to involve these
essential community partners and ideas for what they can do to support your initiative.

1. During the Launch:
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Invite Them to Participate:

Reach out to your local police or fire department and ask them to join the first ride. Their
presence makes a big statement about community safety and collaboration.
Collaborate on Safety Workshops:

Organize pre-launch safety sessions where police or firefighters can teach kids and
parents and caregivers about bike safety, road rules, and emergency tips.

Plan an Escort for Launch Day:

Request a police or fire escort for the initial ride to ensure visibility and to help with
traffic management, particularly on busier roads.

. Ongoing Engagement During the School Year:

Periodic Participation:

Encourage police officers or firefighters to join rides throughout the year, especially on
high-traffic days or during special events. Their presence builds trust and reinforces
safety.

Offer Recognition Events:

Collaborate with your local departments to host milestone events or celebrations for
the kids. It’s a great way to acknowledge participants and strengthen partnership.
Provide Safety Tips:

Ask police and fire officials to share seasonal safety advice, such as tips for biking in
different weather conditions or navigating roads as daylight changes.

. Enhancing Road Safety on Busier Routes:

Request Traffic Escorts:

For routes with high traffic or challenging intersections, ask for periodic police or fire
escorts. Their vehicles or bikes with flashing lights increase visibility and encourage
driver caution.

Work Together on Route Planning:

Consult with local departments to identify safer routes or intersections and explore the
possibility of adding crossing guards or temporary signage for peak biking times.

4 Reasons to Involve Police and Fire Departments:



1. Enhanced Safety: Their presence makes the streets safer by encouraging cautious
driving around young cyclists.

2. Community Building: Regular interactions between first responders and kids foster
positive relationships and mutual respect.

3. Increased Participation: Visible support from police and fire departments inspires
confidence in parents and caregivers, encouraging more families to join.

4. Raising Awareness: With police or fire involvement, the Bike Bus becomes a high-
visibility initiative, reminding drivers to be mindful of cyclists.

Tips for Building the Partnership

» Reach Out Early: Contact local police and fire departments at least 1 month before
your first ride to discuss how they can help. Since the school year begins in
September, it may be a good idea to begin preparations throughout the summer
months.

> Be Clear About Needs: Whether it’s traffic control, safety workshops, or joining the
ride, let them know what kind of support would be most impactful.

» Promote the Collaboration: Highlight their involvement through school
newsletters, social media, and community events to build awareness and
appreciation.

When Bike Bus organizers partner with local police and fire departments, it not only
ensures smoother rides but also fosters trust, engagement, and a sense of safety within the
community.

Learn More or Get Involved: [info@511nyrideshare.org]



